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June 10, 2020: Sidewalk Dining Concept 
Media Borough is in the yellow phase of the coronavirus recovery. Outdoor dining is allowed 
under the yellow phase with social distancing measures in place. The Borough along with the 
Media Business Authority have drafted the following plan to allow for outdoor sidewalk dining in 
Media while the county continues in the yellow phase of the Reopening Pennsylvania Plan 

⮚ This concept proposes to create a “pedestrian by-pass corridor” utilizing parking 
spaces immediately adjacent to a restaurant that wishes to establish outdoor 
sidewalk dining. 
 

⮚ This by-pass corridor would be very similar in nature to those one might experience 
when construction is being performed on the façade of a building. 

 
⮚ The spaces that would be involved would be those contained in a rectangle created 

by the outside edge of the parking space(s), the curb line and the extension of the 
property walls perpendicular to the street upon which the restaurant fronts. 
 

⮚ Council requests that the restaurant place the pedestrian barriers along the outside 
edge of the parking spaces and back to the curb line at 11:00 am and that they 
remain in place until 10:00 pm or the last diner vacates the premises, whichever is 
earlier.  

  
⮚ The by-pass corridor would be created using standard highway barricades, supplied 

by the Borough of Media Public Works Department. 
 

⮚ Employees of the restaurant would be responsible for placing the barricades.  During 
the initial placement, Media Borough staff would provide guidance to the 
restaurants upon acceptable/proper barricade placement. 
 

⮚ The sidewalk area upon which sidewalk dining is occurring would be blocked off to 
pedestrian through traffic by rope lines placed by the restaurant. 
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Lateral Extension of Sidewalk Dining 
 

⮚ When complying with the physical separation between tables requirements of 
Governor Wolf’s COVID 19 guidance, most restaurants will be faced with a minimal 
seating configuration if they are authorized to place seating along only their 
leased/owned frontage. 
 

⮚ To assist restaurants in increasing their outdoor sidewalk dining capacity, Borough 
Council will authorize a lateral extension of outdoor seating IF the adjacent property 
owner agrees to same. This would occur during the “yellow” phase of the COVID 19 
restrictions. 

 
⮚ This scenario is envisioned to occur when: 

o an adjacent business occupancy is one that is not currently authorized to be 
open under COVID 19 restrictions. 

o The adjacent business occupancy is not open during the same hours as the 
restaurant. 

State Street Closures (Pending) During the Yellow Phase 

Upon approval, a plan is now being formulated to close State Street on Wednesday and Sunday 
evenings. This would allow tables to be placed in the street immediately outside of restaurants 
as follows: 

⮚ The tables must maintain social distancing guidelines of at least 6 feet between diners at 
tables 

⮚ Restaurants should take reservations for the tables to limit walk-in diners 
⮚ Restaurants should not advertise or equate the open street dining as “Dining Under the 

Stars” or any similar “event” to limit crowds congregating or walking along State Street  
⮚ Participating restaurants are responsible to make sure anyone waiting for a table 

maintains appropriate social distancing and does not congregate in such a way as to 
compromise social distancing 

 


