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MINUTES 

BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 21, 2020 

 

Media Borough Council met via Zoom and streaming live on YouTube on the above date with 

the following officials present:  Mayor McMahon, President Hall, Vice-President A. Johnson, 

Councilmen Boyer, Robinson and Williamson, Councilwomen Dixon and L. Johnson.  Also 

present were Manager Smith and Solicitor Scott.   

 

President Hall called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

President Hall mentioned in an effort to observe social distancing this meeting is being held 

remotely and streaming live via YouTube.  President Hall mentioned that public comment will 

take place at the end of the meeting and can be made via email (comments@mediaborough.com) 

and/or phone (610-566-5210 x243). President Hall mentioned that while the shutdown has been 

two months now that we have been in the red phase, it has been difficult, but residents and the 

business community have shown kindness and concern of the community we share.  Special 

thanks to the first responders, Borough administrative staff, public works staff, postal, food 

industry and health care workers who have stepped up during this difficult time. 

 

President Hall mentioned a business in the Borough that opened its business.  This is a clear 

violation of the Governor’s order.  This business should obey the rule just as everyone else does.  

This reckless decision by this business is not only breaking the law but has put all of us at greater 

risk of contracting the virus.  The Borough’s options are limited but they will consider an option 

during executive session this evening.  Individuals can support local business that are legally 

open or not open by purchasing gift cards or just a note to let them know you will be there when 

the shutdown if lifted.  Residents will stand by those businesses that they trust.   

 

President Hall mentioned that Council will meet in executive session via conference call 

following this meeting to discuss a property in Middletown and a potential litigation matter. 

  

Approval of Minutes 

 

President Hall made a motion to approve the April 16, 2020 Council meeting minutes.  

Councilman Robinson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

President Hall mentioned Proclamation #2020-01 Bells Across Pennsylvania Day which the 

Mayor read earlier this month. 

  

President Hall made a motion to extend the contract with Kitchen Harvest for food composting 

hauling on a month-to-month basis.  Vice President Johnson seconded the motion. The motion 

passed 6 -1 with Councilman Robinson casting the dissenting vote. 
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President Hall mentioned the Fire Chief and Fire Marshal have recommended installation of 

three new fire hydrants at 5th & Monroe Streets, 4th & Edgmont Streets and 2nd and Edgmont 

Streets.  The hydrants will be installed as part of the work being done by Aqua.  The rental cost 

for the additional hydrants will be $1,224 per year.  Councilman Robinson seconded the motion.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

President Hall made a motion to ratify a letter sent to State Senator Kearney and Representative 

Chris Quinn supporting of legislation regarding unemployment compensation which allows 

greater flexibility for Boroughs to pay into a solvency fund. Councilman Robinson seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Hall made a motion to adopt Act 17 COVID 19 Benefits Policy which directs the 

Borough to pay police officers who may be affected by COVID 19.  Councilman Robinson 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Hall made a motion to adopt Resolution #2020-32 which allows the Borough 

flexibility in borrowing to pay for capital projects including the continuation of the repairs to the 

Olive Street Parking Garage, the purchase of a backhoe, extension of the parking kiosks 

program, repairs to fire house roof and construction of the police sallyport.  Councilman 

Robinson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Hall made a motion to approve payment of the bills for March as follows: 

 

General Fund      $   370,441.60 

                        Recreation Fund             5,767.02 

Liquid Fuels Fund             0.00 

Capital Fund            67,597.45 

  Total      $   443,806.07 

 

Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Hall made a motion to approve payment of the bills for April as follows: 

 

General Fund      $   161,396.80 

                        Recreation Fund                266.92 

Liquid Fuels Fund             0.00 

Capital Fund          694,848.51 

  Total      $   856,512.23 

 

Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

President Hall asked Mrs. Repino to provide the public comment that was received via email 

and/or phone.  Mrs. Repino mentioned the comments are as follows: 
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Eric Newby of Church Street suggested that the Borough code be amended to include more 

detailed guidelines and regulations for outdoor lighting.  President Hall mentioned the concern is 

the lighting at the bank end of the Citizens Bank.  Prior to the pandemic, the EAC and Planning 

Commission were looking into this, but no recommendation has been made yet.  

 

Nikole Friel of Karma Salon and Spa would like to know what the Borough is doing about the 

illegal opening of Giovanni’s Barber Shop.  President Hall mentioned that the Chief of Police 

filed a complaint with the State.  The Borough is very limited as to what can be done. 

 

Terry Rumsey of W. 4th Street mentioned he is a resident with a pre-existing medical condition 

and he is asking the Borough to pass an ordinance tonight to require all businesses to comply 

with any and all state public health orders put in place to prevent the spread of coronavirus in our 

community.  He is also asking Council to empower the Borough’s Board of Health to enforce 

said ordinance by ordering the closure of any businesses that do not comply after receiving a 

warning from the Borough.  Solicitor Scott mentioned an ordinance cannot be enacted on the 

night it is proposed, it must be advertised.   

 

Robin Lasershon of W. 4th Street thanked Borough Council for the clear and strong statement at 

the beginning of the meeting.  She also asked if Sunoco has responded to the Borough’s decision 

to renew the easement on the property in Middletown.  Solicitor Scott mentioned the Borough 

received a letter from Sunoco with a monetary offer.  This will be discussed in executive session 

tonight. 

 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to adjourn the Council meeting at 7:57 p.m. The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Jeffrey A. Smith 

 Borough Manager/Secretary    


