
Today, 32% of municipal 
solid waste is recycled.

Recyclables go to a 
recycling center to 
be sorted and 
returned to mills 
and manufacturers 
for reuse.

This facility sorts materials 
using technology such as 
optical scanners, magnets 
and eddy currents. 

Sorted materials are then  
reprocessed into new 
items – saving resources 
and energy.

Items made from recycled 
materials make their way back 
to retail and businesses to 
repeat the process.

Recycling Operations

M A N U F A C T U R I N G
P L A N TR E C Y C L I N G  C E N T E R

78% of recyclables sold by 
Republic Services in 2020 
were fiber-based (cardboard, 
newspapers, office paper)

Recycled materials, like 
plastics, metal and 
aluminum cans, reduce the 
need to mine materials 
from the Earth

Paper can be re-pulped into 
new paper, newspaper, 
cardboard and other 
products continuously

R E S I D E N C E SB U S I N E S S E S

RepublicServices.com/Sustainability  | Copyright © 2021 Republic Services, Inc.  



What Can Be 
Recycled?

•	 Always throw dirty diapers in the trash.

•	 Used tissue paper, paper towels and napkins should always be thrown 
away and never recycled.

•	 Take clothes and shoes to your local thrift store.

•	 Do not place yard waste in your recycling cart.

•	 Return grocery bags to the grocery store for reuse.

•	 Donate hardcover books to schools or libraries.

•	 Be sure to always throw out garden hoses, ropes and chains.

•	 After eating pizza, if the pizza box lid is clean, cut it off and recycle it.

•	 Be sure all your recyclables are empty, clean of any residue and dry.

•	 Throw out polystyrene foam and polystyrene packing material.
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Learn more at  
RecyclingSimplified.com

When in doubt, throw it out!
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