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MINUTES 

BOROUGH COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

July 14, 2016  

 

 

Media Borough Council met in the large conference room at 301 N. Jackson Street, Media, PA 

on the above date at 7:30 p.m. with the following officials present:  Mayor McMahon, President 

Hall, Vice President Robinson, Councilman Williamson, Councilwomen Dixon, A. Johnson and 

L. Johnson.  Also present were Borough Manager Smith and Solicitor Scott.  Councilman Boyer 

and Engineer Matson were not present. 

 

Public Comment & Privilege of the Floor 

 

Stephanie Gaboriault of Parks Edge Lane mentioned that today is the 5
th

 anniversary of the 

Friends of Glen Providence Park and asked if there was any update to the timeline for the Third 

Street Dam project.  President Hall mentioned that the DEP and PennDot have not provided any 

further information, however it is his understanding that the partial breach is scheduled for 

September and construction will begin approximately 18 months after.  Ms. Gaboriault asked if 

there would be further opportunity for the public to comment.  President Hall mentioned that he 

is not aware of any public meetings scheduled by the DEP or PennDot.  Ms. Gaboriault 

mentioned that the information provided on the Borough website is appreciated and suggested 

that all the information be placed in one section of the website. 

 

Linda Healy of West 7
th

 Street mentioned that she was concerned that the pedestrian access on 

the top of the dam will not be available sometime after Labor Day.  She presented a PennDot 

publication that seems to suggest that a temporary pedestrian access is required.  President Hall 

suggested that Ms. Healy share this information with PennDot.  Vice President Robinson agreed 

to share Ms. Healy’s information with PennDot through Engineer Matson. 

 

Shannon Davidson of West Street mentioned the Third Street Dam project permit process and 

inquired where the Borough is in the process.  President Hall mentioned that he has no estimate 

of when an application will be filed.  Ms. Davidson asked if there is any progress with the EAP 

in getting an ownership signature.  President Hall replied yes. 

 

Ed Bailey of West Street mentioned the storm sewer project.  Mr. Bailey mentioned the storm 

sewer near his home does not have the proper piping and it causes flooding to his property 

during heavy rainfall.  Vice President Robinson mentioned the survey will be completed in the 

next 90 days. 

 

President Hall introduced Mark Damico, John Zaharchuck and Adam Benosky representing the 

CVS Project.  They made a video presentation of the CVS concept plan which included changes 

recommended by the Planning Commission.  One issue the Planning Commission recommended 

was to keep Worrall Street open.  Several designs were presented to CVS and none were 

approved due to the 10ft elevation drop.  An option for the Borough to lease Worrall Street to 

CVS was agreed upon.  Mr. Damico noted some changes since the video was made are the 

height of the wall from 10 feet high to 6 feet high with a fence on top, second story windows will 
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be installed and the dumpster area has been relocated.  President Hall thanked the representatives 

for their time.   

 

Borough Manager’s Report 
 

Borough Manager Smith mentioned that there is a revised workshop agenda, an updated 

resolution with regard to the wayfinding signage plan, resolution for Board of Health 

recommendation for an addition to their board, Engineer’s Report and the police report for June. 

 

Engineer’s Report 

 

Engineer Matson was not present.  A written report was provided. 

 

Solicitor’s Report 

 

Solicitor Scott has no report. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Mayor McMahon reported that the police department received and investigated 725 complaints 

during the month of June.  Mayor McMahon mentioned that he, Chief Wusinich and Sergeant 

Brown met with county officials regarding security issues and how the Borough and county can 

work better together.  Mayor McMahon mentioned an accident at State and Orange Streets that 

occurred as they were leaving the meeting and they proceeded to the scene.  Mayor McMahon 

mentioned the good work of Officer Leicht during this incident and throughout his career. Mayor 

McMahon read a statement regarding threats to police officers and the law enforcement 

community.  Mayor McMahon recommends that not only should there be a replacement for 

Officer Fullmer, but an additional officer should be hired.   Mayor McMahon mentioned that due 

to the popularity and number of people attending, three officers, not two should be assigned to 

Dining under the Stars.  At the recent MBA Board meeting, the Board voted not to pay for a 

third officer.  Councilwoman L. Johnson mentioned that the MBA Board felt that a third officer 

would not deter someone from causing harm.  Mayor McMahon recommended that Borough 

Council meet with the Chief, police officers and himself to discuss proper staffing levels.  

President Hall asked Council to consider the recommendation of the Mayor to meet with the 

Chief and police officers.  Councilman Williamson mentioned that this is a very significant 

personnel decision and recommends that Council meet with the Chief and department then meet 

as a group to discuss prior to the budget season beginning.  Vice President Robinson 

recommends hiring a consultant to evaluate proper staffing levels in the police department.  

Mayor McMahon mentioned two studies of the police department from 2009 and 2011; however 

Media has changed since these reports have been completed.  Councilman Williamson asked Mr. 

Smith to provide Council with a copy of the reports.  President Hall will determine a proposed 

date and time for a meeting with the Chief, Mayor and police officers and a second with Borough 

Council. 
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Council/Committee Reports 

 

Recreation and Board of Health – Mr. Boyer 

 

Councilman Boyer was not present.  In his absence, Mr. Smith mentioned the Recreation 

Committee is recommending Sara Marcq to fill the vacant unexpired term on the Board of 

Health.  Mr. Smith mentioned Ms. Marcq’s qualifications. 

 

HARB, MBA and Historic – Ms. L. Johnson 

 

Councilwoman L. Johnson mentioned that HARB has been surveying the historic districts, 

taking notes and pictures to be placed in the archives.  Councilwoman mentioned the MBA 

meeting that was held last night and the topic was safety which has already been discussed 

tonight.  The MBA presented their financials at the meeting and are on budget. 

 

Properties, Public Works, Public Safety and Fire – Mr. Robinson 

 

Vice President Robinson mentioned the amended Mass gathering permit application for Bastille 

Day.  A motion was made to approve the amended mass gathering permit application.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilwoman Dixon.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Vice President Robinson deferred to Solicitor Scott to mention the changes to the Civil Service 

Commission Regulations.  Solicitor Scott mentioned that the state statues have been changed and 

therefore updates are necessary to the Borough’s Civil Service Commission rules and 

regulations. 

 

Community Development, Personnel and Media Arts Council – Mr. Hall 

 

President Hall mentioned the CVS zoning variance request.  The recommendation from the 

Planning Committee is to oppose the variances that have to do with the TND Overlay.  President 

Hall reviewed the variances that are not compliant with TND.  President Hall mentioned the role 

of Council is to establish if the requests are detrimental to the Borough and he believes they are 

not.  Vice President Robinson recommends further dialogue with CVS about Council’s 

recommendations and suggested that Solicitor Scott speak with them. 

 

President Hall mentioned the preliminary land development application for 300 E. State Street to 

build 24 luxury apartments.  The Planning Commission looked at this project favorably.  No 

action is necessary at this time. 

 

President Hall mentioned that the wayfinding signage plan will be presented as a resolution so 

the plan can be considered for a grant.  The construction cost is approximately $600,000. 

 

President Hall mentioned authorizing the advertisement of a RFP for updating the Downtown 

Strategy Report/Economic Development Study.  President Hall mentioned we received a 

planning grant in the amount of $56,250.  The RFP will be developed by Councilwoman L. 

Johnson, Karen Taussig-Lux and Manager Smith. 
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President Hall mentioned the proposal award for the UCC Plan Review.  Manager Smith 

mentioned that the Code Enforcement Director is still working on securing proposals and there is 

no action necessary at this time. 

 

President Hall mentioned the WalkWorks program and asked Manage Smith to comment.  

Manager Smith mentioned that the county has requested that council consider signing a letter of 

commitment saying that we are interested in participating.  Councilwoman L. Johnson suggested 

that the Historical Society walking trail be included.  Manage Smith suggested Recreation may 

want to be included also.  President Hall mentioned that the signage for the walking trail should 

be consistent with the wayfinding signage. 

 

President Hall mentioned ratifying Frank Lee as part-time Facilities Maintenance worker.  The 

Personnel Committee recommended a salary of $12,000 per year. 

 

President Hall mentioned the resignation of the part-time Technology Coordinator.   

 

Finance and Library – Mr. Williamson 

 

Councilman Williamson mentioned that President Hall will be speaking at the grand opening of 

the library. 

 

Fair Trade, Farmer’s Market, Shade Tree and EAC – Mrs. A. Johnson 

 

Councilwoman A. Johnson mentioned Jean Thomas is doing a great job.  She has completed a lot 

of work at five points and has making recommendations. 

 

Councilwoman A. Johnson mentioned that it is the 10 year anniversary of Fair Trade and they 

have requested a brief awards ceremony at the Council meeting. 

 

Public Relations and Historical Archives – Ms. Dixon 

 

Councilwoman Dixon had no report. 

 

Public Comment and Privilege of the Floor 

 

There was no public comment.     

 

Adjournment 

 

President Hall made a motion to adjourn the Workshop meeting at 9:40 p.m.  Vice President 

Robinson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jeffrey A. Smith 

Borough Manager/Secretary    


