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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
June 11, 2015 @ 7:00 pm

I. CALL TO ORDER  
Present: Adeline Ciannella (AC); Walter Cressler (WC); Greg Krykewycz (GK); Brendan O’Riordan (BCO); Brian Taussig-Lux (BTL); Vivian Williams (VW); Scott Wittman (SW); Kent Davidson, Media Borough Council Liaison (KD). 

Acronyms/Abbreviations:  Media Borough Council (MBC); Media Business Authority (MBA)

II.	ADMINISTRATIVE
· Approval of May minutes						1 min.
Minutes approved unanimously.  

III.	TRANSPORTATION and LAND USE 
· Bike Survey									10 min.
GK: considers survey ready for distribution.  It is a Typeform survey.  GK will track down technical issues and resolve them.  Goal is to distribute survey soon.  
GK will send survey link (https://mediaeac.typeform.com/to/IQNN6O) and introductory information (“blurb”) to EAC members so that they may forward to their contacts, social media, etc.

ACTION ITEM: KD has written to Zubair Khan (MBA) and copied GK to engage MBA in promoting survey.

Additional notes on bicycles in borough: KD indicated that MBC has removed the original language on bike lanes in the borough from the Media Borough Comprehensive Plan. This does not imply a lack of support for in-street bike facilities.

· Wayfinding Signage Plan						1 min.
MBC has selected Merje of West Chester, PA as consultant.

· Pedestrian Grant								10 min.
GK: Pedestrian grants are being sought through the red light camera enforcement revenue fund (ARLE) and the multi-modal fund.  Potential improvements include pedestrian signals with countdown timers and pushbuttons.  One potentially problematic issue pointed out by GK: green cycle for cars but no simultaneous walk signal for pedestrians; lots of pedestrians observed crossing Baltimore Ave on green but don’t walk phase.   GK suggested that there could be modifications to pushbutton treatments, specifically in cycle timing and audible alerts.  GK believes that if additional money is to be spent on pushbutton technology any undesired effects should be mitigated by modifications to the approach.
  
· Spoke Magazine interview						2 min.
WC: Spoke Magazine (http://www.spokemag.bike/) inquired about bicycle plans in Media Borough.  Spoke Magazine is a regional magazine based in Philadelphia.  WC spoke to Spoke Magazine in general terms about Media Borough bicycle plans.  GK told Spoke Magazine that Media Borough was just getting started with its bicycle plans.  
	
IV.	RECYCLING AND WASTE 
· E-waste recycling								10 min.
BTL: EAC recycling committee is looking to partner with Middletown Township (Delaware County) and Upper Providence (Delaware County) or Nether Providence Townships for an e-waste event.  This could possibly be combined with a shredding event.  

· Recycling Education Brochures					5 min.
BTL: Karen Taussig-Lux will call Jim Jeffrey, who has a list of businesses who are not recycling.  Karen Taussig-Lux hopes to address in the brochure the issues/obstacles faced by these businesses.

· Farmer’s Market Recycling Display					5 min.
BTL: a tri-fold display for the Farmer’s Market is being prepared.

· Commercial Recycling Enforcement					10 min.
BTL: no update on Media Real Estate from Jim Jeffrey.  Jim Jeffrey is concerned that district judge may not back recycling enforcement.  Adeline Ciannella will contact Jim Jeffrey to discern his concerns about enforcement and then Debbie Krull to inquire about her paramaters.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]BTL: decals for businesses compliant with the recycling code are not being sent.  The Media Borough Newsletter instructed people to ask businesses why they were not displaying the decal (in other words, why were they not recycling) but no decals have been sent in the last couple of years. It is time to print out more decals and revive the program.

· Shred Event								5 min.
BTL: as mentioned under “E-waste Recycling”, consider combining a Shred Event with an E-waste recycling event.

V.	ENERGY 
· Updates									5 min.
Sari Steuber, member of Transition Town Media in attendance, indicated that the PECO Energy Assessment event was successful, with 12 people signing up for home energy assessments.  

VI.	WATER 
· Rain Gardens & plant signs						5 min.
WC: the workshop was a success.  The rain garden event featured a knowledgeable speaker and an engaged/interested audience.  
VW: the rain gardens are aesthetically pleasing.  
WC/VW: Everlast labels for identifying individual plant species were chosen. They confer the flexibility that is needed in plant signs because plants will change over time throughout the rain garden. 

· Stormwater Master Plan							5 min.
The consultant T&M Associates (http://www.tandmassociates.com/) met with WC, Karen Taussig-Lux, Ralph DeRosa, and Jim Jeffrey.  At this meeting, the stormwater problem areas were viewed on Google Earth.  T&M will being work on the Stormwater Master Plan, which will include a map of stormwater infrastructure and problem areas and designs for best management practices.  

VII.	OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
· Updates									10 min.
KD: website improvement update.  Waiting to hear from Media Borough Technology Coordinator.  Funding has been approved by MBC.

AC: garden on South Avenue update.  MBC hired RBA for design.  RBA will contract out the construction.  RBA is aware of the stormwater problem area down the hill from the garden site.  The design has been funded but construction is not yet funded.  

Member of the public and Media Borough resident Sandra “Sandy” Liacouras commented that she sees a significant amount of cigarette butt waste near her residence on North Orange Street, close to the Delaware County Court House.  BTL indicated that there was a cigarette butt waste survey several years ago.  KD indicated that a Media Borough staffer was hired to vacuum State Street daily, and that a part time staffer was hired to vacuum State Street on the weekends.  The Delaware County Court House is not Media Borough property so it is not swept by Media Borough staff. Ms. Liacouras was subsequently instructed to write to the Media Borough manager about her concerns and suggestions for a solution.
													
The Next Meeting Will Be Held On Thursday, July 9, 2015 – 7:00 PM
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