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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
March 12, 2015 @ 7:00 pm

I. CALL TO ORDER
Present: Brian Taussig-Lux (BTL); Vivian Williams (VW); Greg Krykewycz (GK); Scott Wittman (SW); Walt Cressler (WC); Brendan O’Riordan (BCO); Kent Davidson (KD)
Acronyms: Media Borough Council (MBC); Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC); Media Borough Comprehensive Plan (MBCP); Karen Taussig-Lux (KTL); Renewable Energy Credit (REC)
  
II.	ADMINISTRATIVE
· Approval of February minutes						1 min.
Minutes approved unanimously.

III.	TRANSPORTATION and LAND USE 
· Media Bike Plan								10 min.
GK: suggested public outreach/survey.  Will obtain final MBCP and talk to Delaware County officials prior to making plan proposal.  He will also inquire as to installation status of previously purchased bike racks.  DVRPC will be choosing representative locations for the placement of air tubes to count bike traffic; Jackson Street in Media Borough is one such study location.

· Further updates								5 min.
GK: Wayfinding Signage Plan request for proposals will be posted Friday, 20 March 2015 on DVRPC website.  
	
IV.	RECYCLING AND WASTE 
· Recycling reporting policies		 				7 min.
BTL: meeting held week of 2 March 2015 including Tina Mason and Amy Johnson (MBC).  Commercial recycling: will invite Jim Jeffrey and Lori Devlin to next sub-committee meeting to review commercial recycling policies.  There is no longer a hauler policy; no letters are being sent to businesses along with window decals.  Responsibility lies with code enforcer Jim Jeffrey.  Preliminary report by Lori Devlin indicates there is not much co-mingling recycling.  Idea proposed that Lori Devlin and Jim Jeffrey could give out window decals when issuing use and occupancy permits / checking recycling compliance.  
BTL spoke on residential recycling.  The recycling subcommittee is considering recommending an increase in the size of apartment buildings eligible to use green barrels from 4 to 6 units per building.  Currently buildings with more than 4 units must contract with a hauler.
BTL spoke on Recycling Bin Forms.  Most bins paid for by people seeking greater capacity.  Cost is $5 per barrel.  BTL recommends continuing to mention barrels in Borough newsletter.  
· Composting									5 min.
Amy Johnson (MBC) investigating Princeton, NJ program.  Tipping fee in Princeton is $145 per ton of trash.  Media tipping fee is $30 per ton of trash, which has a paradoxically negative effect on our ability to financially support additional waste stream initiatives.  Amy Johnson will speak with Chris Paretti, who runs a local composting business in which some Media restaurants participate.  The subcommittee discussed looking into “pay to throw”: trash trucks with scales; charging fees directly to residents based on how much trash they generate.

V.	ENERGY 
· DVRPC's Street Lighting Retrofit Program				5 min.
GK: Regional Street Lighting Procurement Program information sheet handed out to EAC members.  Being determined if DVRPC should be involved in such a program.  A letter of support for this program from EAC is not required at this time.  GK will investigate Tap Fee issue.
· Further updates								5 min.
KD: no REC update from KTL
KD: library solar panels.  Consider where these could go when removed as part of library expansion.  The library board has determined that the return on investment for installing them on the new library will be prohibitively low. It is possible the panels could be sold to public.

VI.	WATER 
· Rain Gardens								5 min.
[bookmark: _GoBack]VW and SW attended meeting about new signage and website design supported by a WREN (Water Resources Education Network) grant obtained by Chester-Ridley-Crum Watersheds Association.  QR codes discussed, 1 more draft to review.

VII.	OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
· DVRPC Conference, Breaking Ground, 12 March 2015		5 min.
SW: shared information from conference.  Discussed Robert Gibbs’ retail analysis of parking spot relationship with retail revenue.
GK: all presentations will be available online.  The transportation session went well.  Discussed autonomous vehicles, trends in transportation, and bike sharing.  Maker Spaces and 3-D printing: artisans using shared space to manufacture goods.  Theme of conference was “Next 50 years”.    
· Further updates								5 min.
WC: Chester Ridley Crum Watershed Cleanup event (see email notifications)
													
The Next Meeting Will Be Held On Thursday, April 9, 2015 – 7:00 PM
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