[image: 1255]











ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
February 12, 2015 @ 7:00 pm

I. CALL TO ORDER
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: Adeline Ciannella (AC); Vivian William (VW); Brian Taussig-Lux (BTL); Walt Cressler (WC); Scott Wittman (SW); Greg Krykewycz (GK); Brendan O’Riordan (BCO); Kent Davidson (KD) MBC Liaison.
MB = Media Borough.  MBC = Media Borough Council.  RFP = Request for Proposal
II.	ADMINISTRATIVE
· Approval of January minutes						1 min.
Minutes approved unanimously
III.	TRANSPORTATION and LAND USE 
· Media Bike Plan; “Artisan” Bike Rack                       		10 min.
KD: The process for gaining Borough approval for Media Bike Plan was enumerated. Transportation and Land Use Subcommittee must consult with Tom Schaffer of the County Planning Commission on the sketch plan; the developed plan will then be presented to the MBC Community Design Committee (CDC); then MB Public Works and Public Safety need to sign off on the plan.	

WC: A website link with branded bike rack designs made by the Dero Company was sent to Transportation and Land Use Subcommittee.  A rack incorporating MB logo can be manufactured by this company.  EAC could use budget to pay for part of bike rack costs ($650 per rack).  EAC has $3,000 spending budget.  There is a good chance that the Bike Delaware County coalition can donate up to $350 towards this rack. 

EAC voted unanimously in principal to pay for part of the bike racks, total cost not to exceed $650.

· South Avenue/Veterans Square Memorial Garden		5 min.
AC: RFP devised by Jeff Smith and Peter Williamson will go out in March, responses due May, construction work to begin Fall 2015.

· Wayfinding Signage Plan						2 min.
WC: RFP to go out mid-March.  
IV.	RECYCLING AND WASTE 
· Tina Mason on recycling subcommittee				3 min.
Jeff Smith approved MB employee Tina Mason to be on Recycling Subcommittee.
· Commercial recycling enforcement efforts 				7 min.
AC: AC requested a report from Code Enforcement Officer Jim Jeffrey on policies and procedures for commercial recycling. Jim Jeffrey indicated process continues to be the one first implemented several years ago.  Inspections for recycling compliance are incorporated into process for Use and Occupancy (U&O) permits.  A summary report for commercial recycling enforcement may have to wait until after March 2015.  
· Borough's recycling reporting policies				10 min
BTL: Karen Taussig-Lux has stopped asking businesses to report annual recycling because process is now part of code enforcement.  Trash and recycling haulers operating in Media must include recycling in their contract.  Until a few years ago they were required to report tonnage, and what and where they recycle in order to operate in Media, but this practice has stopped. Karen Taussig-Lux has asked the EAC to consider whether this reporting practice should be continued. ACTION ITEM: The Recycling & Waste Subcommittee will discuss merits of hauler reporting of recycling and bring findings to EAC.  
· Composting									5 min.
WC: Amy Johnson (MBC) approached Kent Davidson to ask the EAC to revisit food composting on a Borough-wide scale.
AC: composting is happening at a small scale in MB.  Restaurant food waste is going to Linvilla Orchards for composting.  
WC: obstacle to large-scale food composting is that Peninsula Composting at the Port of Wilmington, DE has shut down.
ACTION ITEM: Recycling and Waste Subcommittee to contact Amy Johnson regarding composting ideas in MB.
V.	ENERGY 
· DVRPC's Street Lighting Retrofit Program				5 min.
GK: Previous grant for which DVRPC applied was not granted, but there is a backup plan.  The break-eve point for investing in LED lighting is getting shorter, and lamp-life is getting longer. Through a state-backed Sustainable Energy Finance Program, municipal governments have access to Energy Performance Contracting. DVRPC would gather interested municipalities for LED Street Light purchase as part of a coordinated retrofit program with the benefits of economy-of-scale.  An Energy Services Company (ESC) would audit existing street lights.  Implementation plans similar to low interest loans.  The ESC guarantees energy savings greater than debt payments on the loan.  Energy Performance Contracting is the term to describe this arrangement.  The breakeven point in MB would be rather soon; a 4-5 year breakeven point is typical.

BTL: In MB, tap fee means that MB pays a fraction of the street lighting electricity cost.  This may mean that the savings in electricity cost realized by LED street lights may not be as high as expected.  
ACTION ITEM: Energy Subcommittee to compose letter, with input from Karen Taussig-Lux, to express interest on behalf of the Borough of Media to join this program.  GK will obtain letter template from Liz Compitello of DVRPC.  
· PECO Smart Ideas							1 min.
BTL: program expired in 2014.  
VI.	WATER 
· Rain Gardens; Workshop: 17 May 2015 2:00 p.m.		5 min.
KD will be the elected official to address attendees during the dedication of the new Rain Garden signs.
ACTION ITEM: VW to purchase hose and hose caddy and talk with Ralph DeRosa about where to store them.
· Storm drain Education							5 min.
WC: suggested adding item to MB newsletter regarding storm drain education. 
Another suggestion is to add storm drain education to recycling education at a display during the Farmers Market.
· Stormwater Master Plan							2 min.
WC: RFP has received responses.  Public Works Committee narrowed field to three (3) companies.  Two of them have extensive experience with green infrastructure design. Committee will recommend a contractor to MBC in March workshop meeting and MBC will vote for the contractor at March council meeting.  EAC Water Subcommittee will review the candidates.  
BCO: suggested idea for pervious streetscaping in lesser trafficked streets such as Amber, Citron, Carbon, etc.
VII.	OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
· Spring newsletter items							5 min.
Items to add: storm drain education; sign up for robo-calling; recycling information.  
· DVRPC Conference, Breaking Ground 12 March 2015		5 min
Breaking Ground 2015: Building Livable Communities in Greater Philadelphia: The Next 50 Years. 
GK participating as employee of DVRPC and will moderate “Adapt or Die” session.  EAC could reimburse attendees from EAC.  No one has contacted MB Planning Commission to gauge their interest in attending Conference.  
ACTION ITEM: KD will contact MBC members Brian Hall and Amy Johnson regarding attendance at conference.    
· Website update								2 min.
WC: talked to Aha Consulting and resolved issue with revising Agendas and Minutes on Borough website
· Other Areas of Business not on Original Agenda
Karen Taussig-Lux will contact EAC Education and Outreach Subcommittee in February 2015 about Houtman Park interpretation signs.
						
The Next Meeting Will Be Held On Thursday, March 12, 2015 – 7:00 PM
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