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Membership on the EAC during 2013 consisted of the following seven voting members:

Walt Cressler, chair
Brian Taussig-Lux, treasurer
Brendan O’Riordan, secretary
Zach Barner
Addie Ciannella
Carla Wentworth
Vivian Williams

The borough grants administrator Karen Taussig-Lux continued to work closely with the EAC. Eric Stein was our liaison to Borough Council. This year the Borough of Media began the process of revising its Comprehensive Plan for the next ten years. The Media EAC participated closely with this process. EAC members Zach Barner, Addie Ciannella, and Brendan O’Riordan were all members of the Comprehensive Plan Task Force. Other members of the EAC frequented focus group meetings and provided suggestions for the plan. 

ENERGY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Solar Monitors – The Sustainable Development Fund agreed to contribute money toward the purchase of solar monitoring equipment for the Borough’s arrays so that solar energy production can be viewed on the Borough’s website. By the end of 2013, three monitors were installed, at Borough Hall, the Fire House and Media Theatre. The Sustainable Development Fund offered to pay for half of the cost of the monitors once all nine of them are up and running in 2014.

Energy Signage - A memo was submitted to Media Borough Council requesting funds in the budget to purchase signage to raise awareness of energy efficiency measures in Borough buildings.  Discretionary funds were provided for this purpose to be used in 2014.

Energy Efficiency Projects - The 2009 Practical Energy Solutions energy audit of the Borough Building Complex was reviewed again for further recommendations.  Possible further energy saving measures that could be taken are as follows:  Practical Energy Solutions could perform HVAC study. The remaining T8 fluorescent bulbs can be replaced with T5 bulbs.  De-lamping opportunities can be considered.  Exterior lighting can be switched to LED.  Parking lot lighting can be equipped with timers.  A complete lighting study could be performed by Practical Energy Solutions. Air conditioning units that are rated SEER 10 (Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio) can be replaced by new units with at least a SEER 13 rating and be eligible for a PECO rebate.  

DOE SunShot Grant - The Borough participated in a federal initiative to standardize and simplify zoning and permitting for residential solar arrays in the county’s municipalities.  

Sustainable PA Certification – The EAC endorsed efforts to create a sustainability certification program for Pennsylvania municipalities similar to the LEED system of the Green Building Council.  

Commercial Building Energy Usage Report Ordinance – An ordinance is currently in effect in Philadelphia in which commercial buildings report their energy usage. The energy subcommittee was charged by Borough Council liaison Eric Stein to look into whether a scaled-down version of the ordinance would work in the Borough.  
PA WindPower Campaign – Jonathan Edwards of SmartPower gave a presentation on this campaign, but the EAC unanimously voted to not join since it promotes a single vendor’s product.

RECYCLING & WASTE 

Business Recycling – The recycling and waste removal ordinance was revised and went into effect in November. The EAC had made suggestions that were incorporated into the ordinance, such as making the definition of “plastic” to include all types. The procedures in the ordinance are better defined and the terms of enforcement are stronger. It targets multi-unit buildings for the first time, and the Borough could withhold occupancy permits for non-compliance. In addition, the recycling hauler questionnaires will be consolidated with Jim Jeffery’s code enforcement work. The Borough has also asked haulers to register with the Borough instead of being issuing licenses.    

Media Real Estate Recycling – Media Real Estate has a 2-year recycling contract with Jack Clark & Sons for Orange and Jefferson apartment complex. This may or may not have to do with ongoing efforts by the EAC to get Media Real Estate to comply with the recycling ordinance.

Recycling Education Project Grant – A PA DEP 902 Grant was presented to the Borough for the creation of two separate educational brochures for businesses and residents.  The EAC coordinated with Jim Jeffery to combine the brochures with enforcement efforts. 

Recycling & Trash Bins – Six new trash bins and six new recycling bins were purchased for further distribution in the Borough’s business district.

Dog Waste Stations – Ten dog waste stations were installed around the Borough following an EAC capital request. These include a waste can and a pole that dispenses plastic bags. 

Composting – The EAC encouraged efforts among Borough restaurants to implement food composting. Kathy Lundgren of 320 Market partnered with Kitchen Harvest to begin composting efforts. Kitchen Harvest began working with more restaurants and Transition Town Media got involved.

Recycling Facility Tour – A tour of the Wilmington, Delaware facility is scheduled for 21 March 2014 from 1:00-3:15 p.m. 

Public Paper Shredding Event – A public paper shredding event has been scheduled for 17 May 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Unsolicited Advertising Circular Ban – The EAC sent a memo to Borough Council that recommended the banning of unsolicited circulars that litter the yards and driveways of residents. Other considerations prevailed and the ban was not instituted. 

Plastic Bag Ban – The EAC revisited the implications of a instituting a plastic bag ban in the Borough. 

WATER

Growing Greener Grant – Borough grant writer Karen Taussig-Lux was successful in obtaining a grant for creating a stormwater map and mitigation plan for the Borough.

Stream Clean-Up - The EAC sponsored the Chester-Ridley-Crum Watersheds Association Streams Clean-Up event on behalf of Media, which took place on the first Saturday in May. Once again, several EAC members participated in the clean-up at the Glen Providence Park site and elsewhere. 

Rain Gardens – A weeding and watering routine for the rain gardens was established.

Watershed History Talks – Walt Cressler presented a two-part talk series entitled “The Flow of History along the Chester, Ridley, and Crum Creeks” which took place at the Old Mill in Rose Valley in April and at Lang Concert Hall at Swarthmore College in September.

Parking lots and driveway pollution – The EAC put information on the Borough website and in the newsletter regarding the effects of runoff from parking lot and driveway treatments.

Pervious Pavers – A request to fund a pervious paver demonstration site was made at the Finance Committee meeting but the initiative was not supported this year.


TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE

Houtman Park Rehabilitation Project– The Borough began implementing grants it received from the PECO Open Space Program and the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources totaling $207,500 to rehabilitate Houtman Park.  It also received a third grant for $2,500 from TreeVitalize to enhance the riparian buffer along Gayley Run. Plans include installing an ADA compliant bridge, an ADA compliant observation deck, installing benches, and removing invasive plant species. Discussion with Boy Scout Kellen Randall took place concerning the installation of an observation platform to meet his requirements for Eagle Scout rank. The Borough worked with Upper Providence Township on the plans.

Tot Lot Edible Garden – The EAC helped guide Transition Town Media in their successful proposal to Borough Council for the installation of an edible garden adjacent to the Tot Lot. The garden was installed and is maintained by Transition Town Media.

Sidewalk Memorial Garden – The EAC was asked by council president Brian Hall to make a proposal for planting gardens on borough property in various locations around town, beginning with the South Avenue block below State Street next to the Verizon Building. Transition Town Media indicated an interest in participating in this initiative, which also involved the Borough engineer and Peter Williamson. A drawing for the planned sidewalk garden must be submitted to Verizon, who will then add their lines to the drawing showing any underground infrastructure.  Borough Council approved money for this project.  Other potential sites that were explored for sidewalk gardens include the junction of Sixth and Edgemont Streets.

Bike Racks - The EAC considered the need for a bike rack for Houtman Park, as well as at various other sites throughout the Borough.   Delaware County Cycling Committee of the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia requested offered to contribute to the cost.  The EAC agreed to match the Alliance’s contribution and requested funding in its 2014 budget. 

Bike Paths – The EAC explored the idea of a bike path in Media and to possibly connect with other local paths. To that end, Patrick Starr was invited to give a presentation about “The Circuit”, Greater Philadelphia’s Regional Trail Network.  The EAC sent a memo to Media Borough Council recommending support of The Circuit to Delaware County Council so the trail network can be completed. Borough Council passed a resolution and sent a letter of support. 

Trolley Microzone – Brian Taussig-Lux talked with SEPTA officials about a microzone fare for Media Borough so that people could get from one end of Media to the other at a lower than standard fare.  The EAC will write a memo to Borough Council asking them to contact SEPTA requesting a microzone for Media.  

Wildflower Meadows – Brendan O’Riordan investigated places in the Borough that would be suitable for planting wildflower meadows.

Zoning for Small-scale Agriculture - Borough Council liaison Eric Stein asked the EAC  to consider how it can promote small scale agriculture on the small parcels of open space owned by the Borough. 

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Borough Newsletters – A lot of environmental information was included in both the spring and fall Media Borough newsletters, such as recycling and yard waste information.

Web Site – Walt Cressler spoke with Sheldon Cohen, IT Consultant for the Borough’s IT Strategic Plan, and provided feedback regarding the borough website and the display of information related to environmental issues.

GreenFaith Panel Discussion – Walt Cressler was invited in January to the Quaker retreat center Pendle Hill to participate as a panel discussion on environmental initiatives that can be taken by faith communities. Walt provided the secular, municipal perspective and described Media’s environmental initiatives.


Walt Cressler, 2/25/14

