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Membership on the EAC during 2011 consisted of the following seven voting members:

Walt Cressler, chair
Carla Wentworth, secretary
Brian Taussig-Lux, treasurer
Addie Ciannella
Taylor Gregory
Dean Sherwin/Brendan O’Riordan
Vivian Williams

Kristina Rutsky and Brett Lester had resigned at the end of 2010, and Dean Sherwin resigned in September.  Carla Wentworth and Taylor Gregory were appointed to the EAC in July. Brendan O’Riordan was appointed to the EAC in November. The borough grants administrator Karen Taussig-Lux continued to work closely with the EAC. Pete Alyanakian was our liaison to Borough Council.

ENERGY

Solar banners - Banners with the slogan “Solar Power in Media” were made at Professional Duplicating. All eight borough buildings with solar photovoltaic systems and Idyll Ltd received a banner for display either outside or inside the building. 

Solar Roof Initiative – The Borough is participating in Delaware County-led effort, funded by DOE to simplify regional municipal codes and regulations regarding installation of rooftop solar panels.

Waste Vegetable Oil Project - Request for equipment to convert waste vegetable oil to biofuel for certain of the Borough’s vehicles was included in the 2011 Budget Improvement Capital Improvement Program. Further implementation was not undertaken during the year due to staffing losses in the Highway Department. The Finance Committee asked the EAC to submit the request again as part of the 2012 budget. 

Energy Efficiency Projects - Delaware County awarded the Borough $ 22,200 through its Municipal Energy Efficiency Grant Program.  Following the recommendations of the energy audit by Practical Energy Solutions in 2009, the Borough replaced thermostats in the Borough Hall Complex with digital programmable thermostats.  The thermostats are estimated to save the Borough $4,000 annually.  Contractors were selected to replace light switches in the Borough Complex with occupancy sensors and to replace the high pressure sodium ceiling light fixtures in the Borough Parking Garage with 3-Lamp fluorescent T8 lighting with vapor tight fixtures and reflectors. The sensors should save $2,300 annually in energy costs and the parking garage lights--$10,000.  These projects will be completed by the end of March 2012.


The Borough submitted applications for the PECO Smart Ideas Program for reimbursement of remaining costs on the energy efficency projects.  The rebate of approximately $5,000 will be awarded when the projects are completed in 2012.


Electric Vehicle Recharging Station - Jay Carlis of Community Energy, Inc. contacted the Borough about installing an electric vehicle recharging station in Media. Subsequent discussion resulted in Media becoming one of three communities in the area to have a recharging station. The site in Media is next to the fire station and is subsidized by a grant through Community Energy, Inc.  

RECYCLING & WASTE 

Residential recycling - The recycling contract expired in February 2011, and after a bid process Borough Council subsequently awarded the new contract to J.P. Mascaro & Sons.. They follow the EAC recommendation to accept plastics #1 through #7.

Business recycling –The Media Business Authority formed a Recycling Subcommittee that began collaborative discussions with the EAC’s Recycling & Waste Subcommittee. The MBA is concerned about waste management and litter as it affects downtown, particularly State, Baker, and Jasper Streets. The MBA has approved a 3 step approach to bringing businesses into compliance, the last of which is a fine. Newly drafted recycling compliance letters were sent to businesses in 2011 that explicitly stated that fines will be levied for non-compliance. Decals were sent to businesses that do recycle.

Media Real Estate Recycling – Brian, Addie and Karen met with Jeffrey Cadorette, the agent for Media Real Estate to discuss moving towards compliance with the recycling ordinance in their rental properties. Cadorette suggested they would begin a pilot program at one residential and one commercial building.

Recycling Bins- Borough Council approved the EAC request for the purchase of six additional recycling bins and six additional trash cans for along Baltimore Avenue.

Recycling Reimbursement Grant – The Borough received a reimbursement grant of $32,214 from the PA Department of Environmental Protection for recycling 509.2 tons of residential waste and 1,427 tons of commercial waste for a total of 1,937.1 tons.

Dog Waste Stations – The EAC also made a successful capital request for ten dog waste stations for distribution around the borough. These include a waste can and a pole that dispenses plastic bags. 

Nativity BVM Spring Clean-up – Addie Ciannella coordinated with the Nativity B.V.M. School on a spring clean-up of their grounds on the south side of Media.

Curbside composting – Efforts were continued to investigate the viability of instituting curbside composting in Media.

WATER

Stream Clean-Up - The EAC sponsored the Chester-Ridley-Crum Watersheds Association Streams Clean-Up event on behalf of Media, which took place on May 7.  Once again, several EAC members participated at the Glen Providence Park site. 

Rain Gardens – The remainder of the $10,000 grant from The Boeing Company awarded to the Chester-Ridley-Crum Watersheds Association to install rain gardens at the Media Borough Building Complex in 2010 was spent in 2011. The grant also funded plantings on the slope around the east entrance to the Community Center and an evening program on rain gardens on June 8th, co-sponsored by CRC and the EAC at which low-cost rain barrels were available for sale.  Signs were designed and created for the gardens, to be installed spring 2012.

Marcellus Shale – The EAC, as a committee, signed onto the PennEnvironment Statement of Principals concerning drilling in the Delaware River Basin.  

Houtman Park Rehabilitation Project– The Borough received grants from Green Region: the PECO Open Space Program and the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources totaling $207,500 to rehabilitate Houtman Park.  It also applied for a third grant, for $2,500, from TreeVitalize, which was funded in early 2012.  Rehabilitation work will include slope stabilization, erosion contol and stormwater management, as well as enhancing the beauty of the Park's tree canopy cover. Debris and invasive plant removal and tree and shrub planting will enhance the riparian buffer along the park’s two streams--Gayley Run and its tributary. 


TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE

Third Street Dam Bridge – Members of the EAC attended a public meeting on October 14th concerning the plans for repairing the Third Street dam and bridge. The EAC generally monitored developments on this issue as it entered a critical phase of funding, planning, and public involvement. 

PennEnvironment Letter – The EAC unanimously approved signing a letter addressed to the White House to support strong fuel efficiency and pollution standards for cars and trucks.

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Website – Borough Council hired Aha Consulting to design the new Media Borough website. Walt and Dean attended a workshop on how to make updates to the website. Walt transferred material pertaining to the environment from the old website to the new website prior to its going public.  

Media Eco-Tour – Vivian organized an eco-tour of sites in Media that took place on June 12th. It was set up in a similar fashion to a house tour, but featured homes that implement ecologically friendly gardening techniques or sustainable building methods. Dean Sherwin’s LEED certified house on Cherry Street was featured on the tour, as were the rain gardens at the Borough Building Complex, as well as other sites.

Media Elementary School Earth Day – The school celebrated Earth Day over two days, April 28 & 29. Vivian worked with the art teacher Jana Maxwell and her students on creating pesticide free zone flags. They identified rain run-off trails on the school’s property and placed the flags along these trails.

Southeast PA EAC Conference – The conference took place on April 9, 2011 at Villanova. Jon Mead of the Pennsylvania Environmental Council invited Walt to be a panelist during a discussion about cooperation between EACs and municipal government.

Borough Newsletters – A lot of environmental information was included in both the spring and fall Media Borough newsletters.  Recycling and yard waste information is included in every newsletter.

Walt Cressler, 3 February 2012

