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MINUTES

BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 21 2006

Th Media Borough Council met in Council Chambers on the above date with the

fol wing officials present Mayor McMahon President Daly Vice President Hall

Co ncilpersons Alyanakian Simpson Derrickson Williamson and Tyson Also present
we eBorough Manager Smith Engineer Walton and Solicitor Middlebrooks

Pr sident Daly called the meeting to order at 8 00 p m and led the salute to the flag

roval of the Minutes

Vi e President Hall made a motion to approve the August 17 2006 Borough Council

Meting minutes Councilwoman Simpson seconded the motion The motion carried

un mously

ineer Walton mentioned that speed humps will be installed on East Front Street in the

ne future Councilman Derrickson noted that the Borough is currently working with the

co tractor on scheduling the installation ofthe speed humps Councilman Tyson
m tioned that the installation of speed humps or stop signs is always a concern ofthe

fir company as it relates to response time to emergencies

A it relates to the 600 N Jackson Street Zoning Hearing Board Application Broadway
B und Dance Academy Engineer Walton noted that the Planning Commission had

co ditions on the application as well as NDI Engineering for stormwater management

C s Pavlou President of the Media Business Authority presented a check in the

a ount of 1 000 toEd Gibson Fire Chief ofthe Media Fire Company Mr Pavlou

th ed Borough Council for their support of the Media Business Authority residents for

th ir new ideas for community events and the Media Fire Company for their help during
all Media Business Authority events Fire Chief Gibson thanked Mr Pavlou and the

M dia Business Authority for their generosity



Pu lie Comment Privile e ofthe Floor

Ed Gibson Fire chief ofthe Media Fire Company reminded everyone to have their

he ers and fireplaces serviced as the winter months are fast approaching Fire Chief

Gi son also reminded everyone to yield to emergency vehicles along Borough streets as

no doing so hampers their response time to emergencies Fire Chief Gibson mentioned

tha the Media Fire Company is in need ofvolunteers Please contact the Media Fire

Co pany ifyou are interested

B an Wren 608 Allen Lane inquired as to when the new plans for the proposed hotel

for 415 South Providence Road will be made available Borough Manager Smith

me tioned that the Borough requires them tobe submitted one 1 week prior to the

PI ning Commission meeting which will take place on Tuesday October 3 2006

Th refore we should have the plans by the close ofbusiness on Monday September 25

20 6 and they will subsequently become available to the public on Tuesday September
26 2006

EI ne Battle 41 Oakmont Place noted that she supports the Zoning Hearing Board

ap lication for 600 N Jackson Street Broadway Bound Dance Academy and urged
C ncil to support the application

D e Krull 702 Centennial Avenue mentioned that he also supports the Zoning Hearing
B ard application for 600 N Jackson Street Mr Krull indicated that this is agreat
ac vity for children and great business to have in the Borough Mr Krull noted that he

do s not believe there will be a problem with traffic or parking

Al en Andrews 127 W 7th Street noted that he supports the arts especially for children

bu is concerned about traffic resulting from Broadway Bound Dance Academy if the

ap licant is granted avariance

M yor McMahon read Proclamation 2006 07 proclaiming September 2006 to be

S cide Awareness Month

M yor McMahon read Proclamation 2006 09 proclaiming September 2006 to be

C ldhood Cancer Awareness Month

M yor McMahon reported the Police Department received and investigated 953

co plaints during the month ofAugust There were no reported burglaries during the

m nth ofAugust



neil Committee Re orts

th Historic Preservation Libra Mr Tyson

Co ncilman Tyson reported that the Media Upper Providence Library has many

up oming programs including an Introduction to Architecture Program Please view

the r website for more information on all ofthe programs at www medialibrary org

Co ncilman Tyson noted that the Media Upper Providence Library Board members put
to ether a report oflong range goals for the library Also aLibrary Legislative Breakfast

wi be held on Friday September 22 2006 from 7 30 a m 9 30 a m at Brodeur s on

St te Street

C ncilman Tyson announced that the Media Historic Preservation is sponsoring a

ho day Historic House Tour on Saturday December 9 2006 More details to follow

R reation Technolo Media Business Authori

s Simpson

ncilwoman Simpson congratulated the Media Business Authority for their support of

Media Fire Company

C uncilwoman Simpson announced the following events

October 1 2006 12 00 noon 5 00 p m Media Food Crafts Festival rain date

October 8 2006

October 21 2006 8 00 p m 1 00 a m Jazz by Night Festival

October 28 2006 11 30 am l 30 p m Halloween Party at the Community
Center rain or shine

October 28 2006 2 00 p m Halloween Parade on State Street rain date

October 29 2006

C uncilwoman Simpson made amotion to regrettably accept the resignation ofLindsay
T ylor from the Recreation Board Ms Taylor s term expires on December 31 2008

V e President Hall seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

C uncilwoman Simpson made a motion to regrettably accept the resignation ofJames

A stin from the Recreation Board Mr Austin s term expires on December 31 2007

V e President Hall seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously Due to the

ount oftime Mr Austin has spent serving the Recreation Board he will be asked to

se e as an honorary member

th the two 2 resignations as indicated above this creates vacancies on the Recreation

Bard Anyone interested should submit a letter of interest to Borough Manager Smith



Pu lic Safe Media Arts Council Streetsca e Mr Hall

Vi President Hall made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draft and advertisement

tra c ordinance amendments as it pertains to handicapped parking spaces

Co ncilwoman Simpson seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

Vi e President Hall made a motion to approve ahandicapped parking permit application
for 1 E Ridge Road Councilman Alyanakian seconded the motion The motion carried

un mously

Media Arts Council will be creating a mosaic at the Plum Street Mall The mosaic

wi be placed on the wall in the rear ofthe Plumstead Inn and will feature tiles of

h dprints from individuals in the community An artist will have clay available on

Sa rday October 14 2006 at 2 00 p m for those interested in contributing to the mosaic

A treetscape Ribbon Cutting Ceremony celebration will take place on Saturday
Oc ober 14 2006 starting at 3 00 p m featuring aband balloons magicians
re eshments etc The actual ribbon cutting event will take place between 5 30 and 6 00

p Immediately following the ribbon cutting will be the Media Arts Council Second

Sa rday event

Vi e President Hall noted that the Borough is exploring the possibility ofbringing a

B ers market to town Ifyou have any thoughts on this issue please feel free to contact

Vi e President Hall at his residence 117 N Edgmont Street on his cell at 610 529 5378

or ia e mail at brian c hall@hotmail col11

Vi e President Hall mentioned that any and all traffic concerns i e parking etc should

be communicated with Police Chief Martin Wusinich

Pe onnel Public Pro erties Finance Insurance Mr Daly

Pr sident Daly read the finance report The Finance Committee reported checks drawn

on the Central Disbursement account for the following funds

General Fund
Recreation Fund
Total

293 211 73

15 77234

308 984 07

Pr sident Daly motioned that bills be paid when properly approved for all funds

C uncilwoman Simpson seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

Pr sident Daly noted that creation ofthe 2007 budget is underway and will feature a

ne ly created capital fund budget

P sident Daly made amotion to adopt the 2007 Minimum Municipal Obligation MMO

R port forNon Uniformed in the amount of 87 822 and Police Pension Plan in the

a ount of 309 186 Councilman Tyson seconded the motion The motion carried

u animously



Pr sident Daly made amotion tohire Christopher Schmid as the part time Commercial

Co e Inspector position within the Code Enforcement Department at a rate of

1 00thour Borough Manager Smith noted that Mr Schmid is more than qualified for

th position with his firefighter background Mr Schmid will be working towards his

IC certification as it applies to this position Councilman Alyanakian seconded the

m ion The motion carried unanimously

Pr sident Daly noted that the Borough is the owner ofvarious properties in town i e

ory Media Theatre Media Municipal Center and Brodeur s on State Street former

ough Hall Most recently President Daly was on hand for an inspection to the

ory where there was a report ofwater intrusion to the building The Society for the

Pe orming Arts will conduct their regular monthly meeting on October 12 2006 which

Pr sident Daly asked for volunteers from Council to attend on behalfofthe Borough
C uncilwoman Simpson noted she will attend the meeting and Vice President Hall as a

re resentative of the Community Development Committee mentioned he would attend if

hi schedule allows

C de Enforcement and Communi

C uncilman Williamson noted that aPublic Hearing was held at 7 30 p m this evening
p or to the Council meeting to receive public comment on the intermunicipal transfer of

a quor license to 140 E Baltimore Avenue Court Diner Solicitor Middlebrooks

o lined the process ofentering into an agreement and some ofthe stipulations that have

be n put in place previously Councilman Williamson made amotion to approve the

li or license transfer request pending the applicant enter into an agreement with the

B rough noting the following conditions alcohol served from 12 00 noon 11 00 p m

n sit down bar provided no entertainment provided no takeout offered and a sixty
p cent 60 food to forty percent 40 alcohol sale ratio be adhered to Vice

P sident Hall seconded the motion The motion carried 6 1 with Councilman

D rrickson casting the dissenting vote Joseph Van Wyk attorney for the applicant
a eed to all conditions as outlined by Council except that his client would like the option
to provide take out to customers at a later date and is willing to workwith the Borough of

t s issue President Daly noted that this is not something that was permitted with the

ot er four 4 intermunicipalliquor license transfers coming into the Borough previously
C uncilman Tyson mentioned his concern with the amount of liquor licenses in the

B rough compared to our population Vice President Hall inquired if there was a

m chanism in place to monitor the food to alcohol sale ratios Borough Manager Smith

e lained that the Borough sent letters to the four 4 businesses benefiting from the

in ermunicipalliquor license transfers requesting the foodalcohol rations Thus far we

h ve received two 2 ofthe four 4 responses

C uncilman Williamson made a motion to approve the Change ofUseMinor Land

D velopment application for 332 W State Street which will expand the ROA district

V ce President Hall seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously



Co ncilman Williamson made amotion to approve the Change ofUseMinor Land

De elopment application for 28 W State Street The applicant intends to operate a

de agraphic studio at this location with the entrance on Baker Street and has agreed to

fa de enhancements parking area enhancements and that the employees shall utilize the

p ng garage for parking oftheir vehicles Hours ofoperation shall be 11 00 am 9 00

p during the week and 12 00 noon 9 00 p m on Sundays

Co ncilman Williamson noted that the Planning Commission recommends that Borough
Co ncil not oppose the Zoning Hearing Board application for 600 N Jackson Street

B oadway Bound Dance Academy with the following conditions no more than 30

st ents at a time not to operate past 9 30 p m on weekdays and 5 00 p m on weekends

th the applicant perform stormwater management enhancements to the property as

ou lined by the Borough Engineer and that the applicant perform landscaping
im rovements to their portion ofthe building Councilman Alyanakian mentioned that

he ives on Sixth Street and believes that granting this application will have little impact
on traffic and that this is agreat use for the building

A it relates to the proposed hotel at 415 South Providence Road Councilman

W lliamson mentioned that the applicant intends to submit anew proposal for a four 4

st ry building which would be approximately 40 feet high The applicant will be

se king two 2 variances one 1 for the height ofthe building and the other for

si age This application will come before the Planning Commission on October 3 2006

an will be reviewed at the October 5 2006 Workshop Meeting It is anticipated that

B rough Council will vote on the application at their October 19 2006 meeting From

th re the applicant will go before the Zoning Hearing Board on October 26 2006

Pr viously membership on the Planning Commission was expanded from seven 7 to

ni e 9 members With that said Councilman Williamson made amotion to appoint
D niel Costello and Michael Kinsley to the Planning Commission for a term offour 4

ye rs expiring December 31 2009 provided that they recuse themselves from voting on

th Hampton Inn application at the October Planning Commission meeting Councilman

T son seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

C uncilman Williamson made amotion to authorize the Solicitor to draft and advertise

a endments to the Building Construction Ordinance which essentially replaces BOCA

re erences with ICC throughout the ordinance Councilman Alyanakian seconded the

m tion The motion carried unanimously

C uncilman Williamson made a motion to appoint Dave Karlunas as the Deputy Fire

rshal within the Borough Mr Karlunas is currently a part time residential inspector
thin the Code Enforcement Department and has avast knowledge offire safety

C uncilman Tyson seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

C uncilman Williamson provided an update on the Upper Providence Township Zoning

Haring Board application pertaining to billboards at 721 Painter Street and 700 West

B timore Avenue Councilman Williamson reported that the Borough has entered an

a pearance before the Upper Providence Zoning Hearing Board as a party to the process

other hearing will take place on September 27 2006



Co ncilman Derrickson made amotion to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise

bid for the sale ofadump truck and pick up truck Highway Department vehicles

Co ncilman Alyanakian seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

Co ncilman Derrickson thanked Ralph DeRosa Public Works Director and the Highway
De artment for their hard work throughout the Borough

Co ncilman Derrickson also thanked Jim Jeffery for all ofhis hard work as he wears

m y hats within the Borough Code Enforcement Director Emergency Management
Di ector Fire Marshal etc Councilman Tyson inquired as to whether there will be an

E ergency Management meeting during the remainder of2006 Councilman Derrickson

re lied that there is no meeting scheduled as ofyet

Pr sident Daly inquired about National Incident Management System NIMS
ce ification Borough Manager Smith reported that some officials are still working on

ge ting certified but should be completed in the near future

S ade Tree Commission Environmental Adviso Council Mr Alyanakian

C uncilman Alyanakian made a motion to appoint Marcia Tate to the Environmental

A visory Council for a term ofone 1 year expiring December 31 2006 Councilman

T son seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

C uncilman Alyanakian mentioned that if you require the Shade Tree Commission to

in pect Borough owned trees in order tohave them trimmed etc please contact Borough
M nager Smith as soon as possible

C uncilman Alyanakian made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draft and advertise

ordinance pertaining to sex offenders This ordinance would restrict registered sex

enders from residing within a 500 foot radius ofschools parks churches and child

e facilities Councilman Alyanakian noted that there are currently 22 registered sex

o enders within zip code 19063 Lower Chichester Township Bensalem Township and

L wer Southampton Township have adopted similar ordinances Councilman Tyson
se onded the motion Councilwoman Simpson inquired as to whether a 500 foot radius

w uld be too much for the size ofthe Borough A map was displayed indicating the

ar as allowing sex offenders to reside if such an ordinance was adopted After much

di cussion about this ordinance Councilwoman Simpson made a motion to table this

o dinance until Council has an opinion on this subject from Police ChiefWusinich

V ce President Hall seconded the motion Borough Manager Smith took roll call on the

v te The motion to table carried 4 3 with Councilmen Tyson Alyanakian and

illiamson casting dissenting votes



lie Comment Privile eofthe Floor

Rowland East Second Street inquired about the leaf schedule Borough Manager

th indicated that the schedule is posted on the Cable Channel and website but that

t cally it starts mid October depending on when the leaves actually begin to start

fal ng from the trees

Eil en Fremuth 102 Pennock Place inquired if Borough Council was aware of recent

ac ons ofChris Pavlou President ofthe Media Business Authority as it pertains to the

H pton Inn hotel application Ms Fremuth believes that Mr Pavlou s outspoken
su port ofthe application is a conflict ofinterest and perhaps goes against the Borough s

C de ofEthics Councilman Williamson responded that Ms Fremuth concerns are valid

Pr sident Daly noted the Solicitor will review this issue

S icitor Middlebrooks noted that the Borough Code can be accessed online via the

Brough s website at www mediaborough com

C la Drake 120 Pennock Place requested the applicant for the hotel provide a visual of

th height ofthe proposed hotel as it is difficult to imagine on paper President Daly
n ed that there have been instances in property development where height balloons have

b nhung in order to visualize dimensions ofa proposed building Councilman

lliamson mentioned that he will inquire as to whether or not the developer is willing to

g such balloons

sty Dick 113 Pennock Place mentioned that she is very concerned about the

p posed hotel application Ms Dick noted that she believes not one 1 Hampton Inn

Sites in the area abuts aresidential district Ms Dick believes this is a very intensive

d velopment ofthis property

C uncilman Derrickson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10 10 p m Vice President

11 seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously

spectfully submitted

I

J te fSmith

orough Manager Secretary


