
MINUTES
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 17 2004

Media Borough Council met in Council Chambers on the above date with the following officials

present Mayor McMahon President Hagan Vice President Robinson Councilpersons
Alyanakian Krull Sherwin Tyson and Whitaker Also present were Treasurer Gioggia
Solicitor Middlebrooks Engineer Walton Borough Manager Smith and Administrative Assistant

Chester

President Hagan called the meeting to order at 8 00 p m and led the salute to the flag President

Hagan observed a moment ofsilence for the passing offormer United States President Ronald

Reagan the passing ofMedia Borough Resident Elizabeth Sennot who served as the President

of the Library and was involved in the Girl Scouts and the families ofhostages awaiting word

on family members

Aooroyal of the Minutes

Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the Public Hearing and Council meeting
minutes ofMay 20 2004 Councilperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried

unanimously

Priyile2e of the Floor

Paul Cavanaugh thanked the Code Enforcement Department for the resolution ofhomeowner

issues at Fifth and Olive Streets Mr Cavanaugh inquired about the parking allotment for Trader

Joe s Mr Cavanaugh wondered ifthere will also be dedicated parking spaces for the

Pennsylvania Veterans Museum and inquired as to whether or not Iron Hill Brewery would be

obtaining parking spaces for outdoor dining Vice President Robinson mentioned there were

currently no plans to dedicate parking spaces for the Veterans Museum or Iron Hill for outdoor

dining although this was something that has been discussed since the business came to the

Borough Mr Cavanaugh urged Council to seriously consider parking as it relates to new

businesses coming into the Borough as he believes spaces are limited

Tina Mason inquired about the amount ofhandicapped parking spaces on State Street Mrs

Mason wondered if the Borough is in compliance with ADA requirements Vice President

Robinson noted the Borough would look into her inquiry and mentioned that during the Parking
Committee meetings the Borough was fortunate for have an individual serving that was an expert
in this area Councilperson Krull noted that handicapped parking spaces have been added in the

various municipal lots Councilperson Alyanakian reported that he believed adding handicapped
spaces on State Street was on hold until after the completion ofthe Streetscape Project

Mayor s Reoort Mr McMahon

Mayor McMahon reported the Police Department received and investigated 985 complaints
during the month ofMay and there were no reported burglaries



Mayor McMahon read Proclamations 2004 06 2004 07 2004 08 and 2004 09 honoring
four 4 individuals as recipients of the Wilfred R Jones Scholarship Fund Committee ofthe
Second Baptist Church The four 4 individuals honored were Monica Green LaTisha Mays
Miranda Simpson and Tomekhia Davis Vega

Mayor McMahon mentioned the Governor s office called regarding an initiative called Growing
Greener II Mayor McMahon read Resolution 2004 06 supporting the adoption by the General

Assembly ofthe Governor s Growing Greener II initiatives proposed in the budget for Fiscal
Year 2004 05 and the Borough ofMedia specifically calls upon the General Assembly to pass
HB 2010 and HB 2621 placing the Growing Greener bond on the ballot in November 2004 for
decision by the citizens ofthe Commonwealth Councilperson Tyson mentioned potential issues

with this Resolution pertaining tonew taxes President Hagan mentioned she would support this
as a referendum issue on the ballot Councilperson Krull agreed Councilperson Whitaker made
a motion to adopt Resolution 2004 06 Councilperson Krull seconded the motion Motion
carried 6 0 with Councilperson Tyson abstaining

Council Committee Reoorts

Recreation Code Enforcement Prooerties Mr Tyson

Councilperson Tyson made a motion to adopt Ordinance No 990 pertaining to the Uniform
Construction Code DCC The Borough has expressed concerns regarding this ordinance

however wewill opt to enforce locally Two 2 important provisions have been made in the

ordinance as follows Ifthe state repeals the UCC I the Borough may revert back to previous
ordinances and 2 ordinances passed prior to July 1999 will stay in effect Vice President

Robinson seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously Solicitor Middlebrooks

mentioned that the fee schedule should be amended as well as the name ofthe BOCALife Safety
Appeals Board Councilperson Tyson made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draft and
advertise the appropriate legislation to bring us into compliance with the UCC Vice President

Robinson seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Councilperson Tyson made a motion to award a bid for a new sound system in Council
Chambersto Sound Designs in the amount of 5 221 74 and a videotape playback unit to Visual

Sound in the amount of I OOO Vice President Robinson seconded the motion Motion carried

unanimously

Councilperson Tyson made a motion to approve a brick sidewalk waiver for Pinocchio s

Restaurant on Baltimore Avenue The waiver shall be granted upon approval ofthe proposed
retaining wall replacement by the Code Enforcement Director and the Code Enforcement
Committee Chair Vice President Robinson seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Councilperson Tyson announced the Borough purchased a small piece ofproperty on Orange
Street near Centennial Avenue by way ofjudicial sale The purchase ofthis property may be

necessary for the construction of a retaining wall and improved stormwater management in the

vicinity ofthe Sixth Street Condominium Complex



Public Safety Ms Whitaker

CounciIperson Whitaker made a motion to adopt Ordinance No 991 making Church Street one

way going north between Baltimore Avenue and Baker Street CounciIperson Krull seconded
the motion Motion carried unanimously

Councilperson Whitaker reported on the following police announcements Sergeant JimBowen

has returned to active duty after a medical leave for surgery Patrolman Eric Gavin suffered an

injury to his rib cage Patrolman Richard Leicht suffered a knee injury Kandie Stecher resigned
her position as a Parking Enforcement Attendant Sandy Bennett suffered a dog bite while

performing her duties as Parking Enforcement Attendant Patrolman Tony Dintino received a

Masters Degree from St Joseph s University Officer Nicole Koban graduated from the Police

Academy and will start in house training in the near future and the civilian staff s mascot

Corporal a pet fish passed away

Community Develooment Mr Robinson

Vice President Robinson made a presentation honoring Gordon Grimditch for his many years of
service to the Borough ofMedia Most recently he served on the Planning Commission for over

ten 10 years but also served as the Borough Manager Secretary and the Code Enforcement

Officer Mr Grimditch also serves on the WalkofFame Committee Vice President Robinson
mentioned that Gordon Grimditch will truly be missed on the Planning Commission He will be
consulted on planning and zoning issues

Vice President Robinson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2004 05 pertaining to the inter

municipal transfer ofa liquor license at 36 38 W State Street A Public Hearing was held prior
to the meeting to obtain input on the liquor license transfer Councilperson Whitaker seconded

the motion Councilperson Tyson noted his concern regarding the number of liquor licenses
within the Borough and mentioned he would not have supported the current one if it was only a

bar but being that the sale ofalcohol is secondary to food he supported the motion

Councilperson Sherwin mentioned he is also concerned about the number of liquor licenses and

believes the Borough should think about the impact on businesses going forward President

Hagan mentioned a signed agreement should be obtained prior to Council s approval ofthis

liquor license transfer Vice President Robinson amended the motion to include an executed

agreement Councilperson Krull seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the Subdivision Application for 334 N

Orange Street CounciIperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the Minor Land DevelopmentChange of

Use Application from Residential to Office for 12 S Plum Street Councilperson Whitaker

seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the Minor Land DevelopmentChange of

Use Application from Residential to Office for 42 E Front Street conditioned upon the NDI

memo ofMay 22 2004 CounciIperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried

unanimously



Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the Minor Land DevelopmentChange of
Use Application for 843 845 N Providence Road from Mercantile to Business The applicant
has agreed to voluntarily implement much needed stormwater management improvements
Councilperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson mentioned a Zoning Hearing Board application for 128 E State Street

to create five 5 off street parking spaces The variance requires a two way aisle of24 feet and

relief requiring a five 5 foot landscaping buffer Vice President Robinson noted the Planning
Commission recommends not to oppose

Vice President Robinson made a motion to approve the proposal by Thomas 1 Comitta
Associates to review and assist the Borough with a new Comprehensive Plan in the amount of
25 000 pending review by the Borough Solicitor Councilperson Whitaker seconded the

motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson made a motion to appoint the following eleven 11 individuals to the
serve on the Comprehensive Plan Task Force Paul Robinson Bill Tyson Brian Hall Peter

Williamson Chris Pavlou Larry Morroni Megan Moore Nate Nichols Tina Mason Kevin
Matson and Walt Pileggi Councilperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried

unanimously

With Gordon Grimditch s retirement from the Planning Commission Vice President Robinson

made amotion to appoint Larry Morroni to the unexpired term that will expire on December 31

2005 Councilperson Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson mentioned the Borough is in receipt ofan agreement from Sprint for a

cellular tower at Borough Hall Vice President Robinson made a motion to authorize the

Council Presidentto sign the agreement pending review by the Solicitor Councilperson
Whitaker seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Vice President Robinson announced the Media Five Mile Run will be held on Friday June 18

2004 at 7 00 p m with the runners preparing at 6 00 p m Vice President Robinson encourages

all residents to come out to watch the race and make water available for the runners Vice

President Robinson thanked the EMT s Police Fire and Public Works Departments for their

help with the race preparation Vice President Robinson particularly thanked Rita Jordan Keller

for all her efforts with the race coordination Councilperson Whitaker thanked Vice President
Robinson for his efforts in coordination ofthe race as well

Personnel Hiehwav Ms Hagan

President Hagan mentioned she would entertain a motion to adopt Ordinance No 992 pertaining
to stormwater management Engineer Walton noted that the ordinance defines the inlets and

seepage beds as required by the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania Councilperson Whitaker made

amotion to adopt Ordinance No 992 NPDES Phase IT Stormwater Management regulations
Vice President Robinson seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

President Hagan mentioned there are two stormwater projects that have been authorized 2

W Ridge Road and the 800 block ofNorth Olive Street



President Hagan noted that the 2004 road resurfacing priority list is available for inspection
100 000 has been allocated for the various road resurfacing projects

President Hagan mentioned she would entertain a motion to authorize the Engineer to prepare
bid specifications for ordinary street and sewer maintenance Since our current bids are two 2

years old Vice President Robinson made a motion to authorize the Engineer to prepare the bid
specifications for ordinary street and sewer maintenance Councilperson Whitaker seconded the
motion Motion carried unanimously

President Hagan announced recent hirings within the Borough Ted Pleibel was hired as a

temporary part time Parking Meter Coin Collector Christine Godek was hired as the temporary
Administrative Assistant to the Borough Manager to fill in for Caryn Chester while she is out on

FamilyMedical Leave

Finance Insurance MBA Mr Sherwin

Councilperson Sherwin read the finance report The Finance Committee reported checks drawn

on the Central Disbursement account for the following funds

General Fund

Liquid Fuels Fund
Total

411 215 78

9 009 10

420 224 88

Councilperson Krull seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously

Councilperson Sherwin made a motion to award the GASB 34 bid to American Appraisal
Associates in the amount of 7 650 00 American Appraisal will assist the Borough in

appraising and recording assets above 5 000 Vice President Robinson seconded the motion
Motion carried unanimously

Councilperson Sherwin noted the Rose Tree Media School District proposed earned income tax

was defeated six 6 to three 3 Ifthis tax was implemented the Borough stood to lose

anywhere from 500 000 to 1 000 000 in revenue Although this was not implemented for

2005 chances are the School District may enact this in the future The Borough may want to

consider adjustment of the current millage rate which is 29 This has prompted the Borough to

take a serious look at the current budget President Hagan mentioned that no one is debating the

need for funding ofpublic education however the Borough may want to be prepared for the loss

of revenue Councilperson Tyson echoed Councilperson Sherwin s concerns regarding the

Borough s budget and the possible loss ofthe earned income tax funds in the near future

Councilperson Tyson mentioned a significant portion ofthe Borough s budget is committed to

large projects and believes we should consider scaling back these types ofprojects in the future
and focus on the projects benefiting residents such as the library etc Councilperson Tyson
thanked Veronica Barbado and Stacy Benson as the two 2 Media representatives that voted

against the Earned Income Tax

Councilperson Sherwin mentioned the State Street Blues Stroll held on Saturday June 12 2004

at 7 00 p m was a huge success

r



Recreation Grants Recvcline StreetscaDe Mrs Krull

Councilperson Krull mentioned the following Recreation Commission announcements

Blue Rocks Bus Trip Wednesday June 23 2004 Tickets 5 includes transportation
Home Run Derby for children at Barrall Field Sunday June 27 2004

Fourth ofJuly Celebration at Barrall Field Saturday July 3 2004 lOam noon

Phillies Bus Trip Saturday July 10 2004 Tickets 15

Health Shade Tree Commission Mr Alyanakian

Councilperson Alyanakian reminded everyone to clear their property ofany standing water to

avoid the breeding ofmosquitoes which can spread the West Nile Virus

Councilperson Alyanakian thanked Ralph DeRosa and the entire Public Works Department for
the beautiful spring plantings around State Street and all public areas

Councilperson Alyanakian mentioned the Walk ofFame Ceremony honoring Jim Loughran and

Lewis Jumbo Johnson was a nice event Family members ofthese two 2 outstanding
individuals were very appreciative

Privileee of the Floor

Jane Rowland E Second Street inquired as whether stormwater management on Haldeman
Street would be addressed in the near future Engineer Walton confirmed this project is on the

list

In light ofthe recent Rose TreeMedia School District Earned Income Tax proposal which was

not passed Tina Mason urged Borough Council to look at expenses going forward to determine

if decreases can be made Mrs Mason indicated that she believes it is not fair to simply raise the

millage rate but urged Council to look at budget cuts as well President Hagan noted to address

the situation there may be ten percent 10 budget cuts across the board in the future if needed

Councilperson Whitaker noted that the budget is reviewed very closely every year and items that

benefit residents will be put into the budget Councilperson Sherwin mentioned that the Borough
is not simply looking to raise the millage rate because that alone would not cover loss of revenue

if Rose Tree Media School District passed anEarned Income Tax in the future Councilperson
Sherwin added that budget would also be considered

Councilperson Alyanakian thanked Paul Patchell Roserita Frattone Zubair Khan and the rest of

the State Street Blues Stroll Committee for agreat job on coordination ofthe Blue Stroll event

Councilperson Alyanakian noted that Media Borough s own Kim Trusty was one ofthe

headliners for the evening Councilperson Whitaker added that all acts were great and believes

the addition ofanother outdoor venue was a good idea

Adioumment

Vice President Robinson made amotion to adjourn the meeting at 9 15 p m Councilperson
Krull seconded the motion Motion carried unanimously



Respectfully submitted
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Je ey Smith

Borough Manager Secretary


